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deny'a pre-requisite to the obvious, and to
leave the obvious standing alone. That is a
relief to an overtaxed and self-impeded,
generation ; it seems a blessed simplification^
It gets rid of the undemocratic notion thai*
by being very reflective, circumspect, and
subtle you might discover something that
most people do not see. They can go on
more merrily with their work if they believe
that by being so subtle, circumspect, and
reflective you would only discover a mare's
nest. The elimination of consciousness not
only restores the obvious, but proves all
parts of the obvious to be equally real. Not
only colours, beauties, and passions, but all
things formerly suspected of being creatures
of thought, such as laws, relations, and
abstract qualities, now become components
of the existing object, since there is no longer
any mental vehicle by which they might
have been created and interposed. The
young American is thus reassured : his joy
in living and learning is no longer chilled by
the contempt which idealism used to cast
on nature for being imaginary and on science
for being intellectual. All fictions and all
abstractions are now declared to be parcels